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^TheyTAkr^ 
The new book that's 
evoking a chorus of 

acclaim for 

mE%Iisher 
n She is a national treasure! 

—JEAN STROUSE, Newsweek 

/ / 

"In a properly run culture, she 
would be recognized as one of the 
great writers this country has 
produced in this century!" 

—RAYMOND SOKOLOV, 
New York Times Book Review 

"The Japanese designate some of 
their artists 'living national trea­
sures.' If we did the same in this 

In 20 essays spanning 5 decades: the 
enticing places, the memorable (some­
time mysterious) encounters that have 
lighted her path—interlaced with new 
reflections and asides. 

country, M. F. K. Fisher would be 
on the list!" —CYRA MCFADDEN, 

San Francisco Chronicle 

$13.95 • Just publ ished by Alfred • A • Knopf p * * < 

"A sheer delight."* 

Death by 
Sheer Torture 

by Robert Barnard 
author of Death of a Mystery Writer 

The three-time Edgar nominee out­
does himself with a case of kinky 
murder that "offers what Christie 
could not: wit... energy and style." 

—Newsweek. S10.95 
*Booklist 

— Scribner Of me _ 

"A PRIVATE LIFE 
is reason for a public 

celebration!" 
-EUGENIA THORNTON 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 

A NOVEL BY 

Cynthia 
Proppcr 

Seton 
510.95 at all bookstores E S 
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wv.de lie, with our skilled lurgerv 
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GOOD 
USED 
BOOKS 

Since 1948 thousands of 
libraries and individuals 
have been buying regular­
ly; you can too1 Send a 
dollar for 20,000 typical 
titles and prices classified 
in over forty subiecls 

EDITIONS DESK Y. 
BOICEVILLE. N Y. 12412 

curiosity. Sir Victor's contribution is 
an essay, written in 1980, on the oc­
casion of his eightieth birthday, and 
called, appropriately, "As Old as 
the Century." Mr. Stone, who died 
in 1979, at the age of seventy, has 
contributed twenty-five engravings 
under the title " T h e Seasons' 
Course"—a charming observation 
of the English countryside around 
the year. The pictures are serenely-
pastoral. In his essay, Sir Victor 
looks at the world into which he has 
surprisingly survived with a kind of 
serene belligerence. Mr. Stone and 
Sir Victor, Mr. Theroux tells us, 
were friends, and there is a compa­
rable joy in both of their contribu­
tions, but he is surely mistaken 
when he says that "this book of pic­
tures and print strikes such a lovely 
balance." It is more like Henry 
James illustrated by Andrew Wyeth. 

N O T E : "Liebling At Home," a collec­
tion of five books by A. J. Lieb­
l ing—"The Telephone Booth In­
dian," "Chicago: The Second City," 
" T h e Honest Rainmaker," " T h e 
Earl of Louisiana," and " T h e Jol­
lity Building"—has been published 
by Playboy ($17.95 cloth, $12.45 
paper). Much of the contents orig­
inally appeared in The New Yorker. 
. . . Summit/Simon & Schuster has 
publ ished " F a m i l y M a t t e r s " 
($13.95), Burton Bernstein's his­
tory of two generations in his fam­
ily. The text of this, too, was first 
printed here. 

MYSTERY AND CRIME 

M A I G R E T HAS DOUBTS, by Georges 
Simenon, translated from the French 
by Lyn Moir (Harcourt Brace Jo-
vanovich; $10.95). Maigret is din­
ing with his old friend Dr. Pardon, 
and the Doctor tells him of his wor­
ries about a dying patient with a wife 
and five children. Maigret, in turn, 
recalls a worrisome case of his own, 
in which the younger husband of a 
rich woman is accused of murdering 
her in order to marry his secretary. 
The case has many confusing ele­
ments; Maigret is convinced neither 
of the man's guilt nor of his in­
nocence. There is an equivocal 
denouement. This is Maigret at his 
moody, broody, reflective best. 

NASA W E N T W I T H A WORD 
PROCESSOR MADE BY W H O ' 

— A d v . in Datamation 
O h , some wandering non-word 

processor, apparently. 

http://wv.de

